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As  in  the  past,  the  kill  and  population  figures  in  this  Inventory- 
are  the  figures  reported  by  the  States.  These  estimates  constitute 
the  best  information  available  on  the  abundance  of  big-game  species 
at  the  end  of  the  calendar  year  1958*  Attempts  to  make  total  counts 
of  big-game  animals  are  usually  impractical;  in  most  cases,  estimates 
are  based  on  partial  or  trend  counts,  repeated  in  the  same  way  and  on 
the  same  sample  areas  each  year.  Therefore,  the  chief  value  of  this 
Inventory  is  in  showing  whether  a  species  has  increased,  decreased,  or 
remained  relatively  constant  from  one  year  to  the  next.  The  figures 
given  should  not  be  regarded  as  precise  measurements  of  total  abundance 
of  these  species. 

Several  States  which  formerly  reported  total  population  esti- 
mates have  discontinued  doing  so,  feeling  that  they  are  not  justified 
by  the  harvest  figures  presented.  Helpful  indications  of  trend  have, 
in  most  cases,  been  substituted.  No  figures  for  the  State  of  Alaska 
are  included  in  this  Inventory,  except  for  those  under  Mount  McKinley 
National  Park. 

An  innovation  with  this  1958  Inventory  is  the  tabulation  (Part  k) 
of  animals  under  wire  or  free -ranging  on  various  Federal-  or  State - 
administered  areas.  The  treatment  is  similar  (except  for  kill  figures) 
to  that  in  other  parts  of  the  Inventory,  but  with  this  initial  effort 
the  coverage  is  not  as  complete  as  might  be  desired.  For  this  reason, 
only  the  totals  or  trends  are  indicated  for  those  National  Monuments, 
National  Wildlife  Refuges,  and  State  Parks  and  Refuges  which  reported. 
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PART  1.— Species  Reported  by  Western  and  Eastern  States,  1958 
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Determination  of  kill : 

Methods  used  by  game  wardens  and  technicians 
A  -  checking  stations 
B  -  interviews 

C  -  general  field  observations 
State  central  office  methods  - 
D  -  license  stubs  or  card  returns 
E  -  ranchers ■  coupons 
F  -  questionnaire  to  license  holders 


NOS  -  no  open  season 

Population  trend  from  1957  to  1958 : 

L  -  less 

M  -  more 

S  -  same 

X  -  Note  that  population  estimates  are  not  given  for 
some  States  that  reported  kill. 


PART  2.-Species  Reported  by  Western  States  Only,  1958 
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G  -  Idaho  and  Nebraska :     Population  estimate  of  white-tailed  deer  is 
included  with  that  of  mule  deer. 

H  -  New  Hampshire :     Kill  of  white-tailed  deer  does  not  include  an  estimate 
of  1,000  not  reported.     3  moose  and  1  elk  killed  illegally. 

I  -  Wyoming:     Kill  of  white-tailed  deer  is  included  with  that  of  mule  deer. 

+  -  Population  estimate  - 

California:     bighorn  sheep  2,000  -  2,500 

Idaho:     pronghorn  antelope  8,000  -  10,000 

New  Hampshire:     moose  60  -  70;   elk  25  -  30;   black  bear  700  -  900; 
European  wild  boar  25  -  30 

Virginia:     elk  100  -  200;  wild  turkey  15,000  -  20,000 

Wisconsin:     white-tailed  deer  500,000  -  750,000;  black  bear  2,000  -  5,000 


PART  3.-Foreign  Species,  1958 
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PART  4.--Estimates  of  Numbers  on  National   Parks,  National  Wildlife  Refuges,  State  Parks  and  Refuges,  and  Other  Areas,  1958 
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Estimate  of  relative  abundance  : 
A  -  abundant 
C  —  common 
U  —  uncommon 
R  -  rare 

*  Represents  mule  deer  and  black-tailed  deer. 


In  addition,  the  following  were  reported: 

Wild  turkey  -  Carlsbad  Caverns  N.P. ,   20;   Grand  Canyon  N.P.  north  rim,  A; 
Mesa  Verae  N.P. ,   35;   Bandelier  N.M.,   100;   Capulin  Mt.  N.M.,  Rj 
Chixicahua  N.M.,   5;  Walnut  Canyon  N.M.,   75;   Coronado  N.  Mem.   1. 
Natl.  Wildlife  Refuges,   1,883.     State  Parks  and  Refuges,   7,420. 

Mountain  caribou  -  Mount  McKinley  N.P. ,   C. 

Peccary   (Javelina)  -  Big  Bend  N.P.,   350+;   Chiricahua  N.M. ,   10; 
Urgan  Pipe  Cactus  N.M.,   100; Saguaro  N.M. ,   250;   Walnut  Canyon  N.M., 
10   (winter);   Coronado  N.  Mem.,   15. 
Natl.  Wildlife  Refuges,   521.     State  Parks  and  Refuges,   1,510. 

Barbary  sheep  -  State  Parks  and  Refuges,   Texas,  40;  New  Mexico,   75- 
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